Town of Willlamston

ARTICLE VI: SIGN REGULATIONS

Section 601 General Purpose

The purpose of this section is to provide sign regulations for the Town of Williamston in order to:

* Protect the public welfare and town property values by preserving the aesthetic and
environmental qualities of the Town.

* Promote safety by eliminating traffic hazards or hazards due to collapse, decay, or abandonment
of signs.

* Maintain the economic viability of businesses in our community through the availability of

appropriate signage.

* Promote the efficient transfer of public and commercial information through sign management.
The regulations herein shall apply and govern all zoning districts. No sign shall be erected or maintained
unless it is in compliance with the regulations of this Article, except that a nonconforming sign as set
forth in Article VIIL, relating to nonconforming uses, may be maintained if in existence prior to the
adoption of this ordinance.

Section 602  Permit Required

Except as otherwise provided in this Ordinance, it shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct,
enlarge, move or replace any sign or cause the same to be done, without first having obtained a sign
permit for such sign from the Zoning Administrator or designee as required by this Ordinance. A fee, in
accordance with a fee schedule adopted by the Town Council, shall be charged for each sign permit
1ssued.

Section 603 Permit Denial

If an application for a sign permit is denied by the Zoning Administrator or designee, a letter stating the
reasons for the denial and the relevant Code Section number relating to the denial shall be sent by first
class mail to the applicant.

Section 604  Sign Design Guidelines

The following regulations shall apply to all permitted signs in the Town of Williamston.

A. Materials, colors, and shapes of proposed signs should be architecturally compatible with the
buildings and the surrounding area of its location and be made of durable materials.

B. The sign shall not be the dominant feature of its location and shall be scaled in accordance
with the size of conforming signs on adjacent and nearby properties.

C. A uniform sign plan shall be required for all major site plans, major subdivisions, office and
retail complexes, multi-tenant buildings, and multi-family developments.

L. The development plans shall denote maximum total sign area permitted for the project.

2. All tenants shall comply with the approved uniform sign plan.

Section 605 Maximum Number of Signs Allowed

Unless otherwise specified in the Code, no establishment shall have more than one primary identification
sign in accordance with this Section. Corner lots may be permitted to have one (1) sign per street

Page 42



Zoning Ordinance

frontage. Wall signs may be permitted where a primary entrance fronts a parking lot. Structures
subordinate to the principle uses are permitted one wall sign.

Section 606 Sign Area

The sign area shall be the area of smallest geometric figure, which encompasses the facing of the sign
including the copy, insignia, logo, symbol, photograph, background, and borders.

= All area provisions in this Ordinance are calculated from the sign surface area dimensions as
defined above.

In the case of signs mounted back-to-back, only one side of the sign is to be used for computation of the
area. Back-to-back signs shall be defined as double—faced signs. Otherwise, the surface area of each sign
is to be separately computed. In the case of cylindrical signs, signs in the shape of cubes, or other signs
that are substantially three-dimensional with respect to their display surfaces, the entire display surface
or surfaces are included in computations of area. If a sign is attached to an entrance wall or fence, only
that portion of that wall or fence onto which the sign face or letters are placed shall be calculated in the
sign area. Entrance wall or fence area outside of the sign area width shall not be considered a part of the
sign. The entrance wall or fence outside of sign area width shall not exceed 3 feet in height.

Section 607 Sign Height

The height of a sign shall be measured from the highest point of a sign to the point of ground surface
beneath it. Ornamentation such as caps, spires, and finials shall not extend more than 2 feet from the top
of the sign. The use of berms or raised landscape areas is only permitted to raise the base of the sign to
the mean elevation of the fronting street. Maximum height for all ground mounted signs is 6 feet.
Section 608 Sign Setbacks

All signs shall be set back a minimum 5 feet from the right-of-way of a public or private street. At
intersections, no sign shall be in the sight triangle as defined by this ordinance in Article VIIL, Section
809.

Section 609 Maintenance and Upkeep of Signs

All signs and all components thereof, including supports, braces, anchors, etc., shall be kept in a good
state of repair, in compliance with all building and electrical codes, and in conformance with the
requirements of this Ordinance. Any sign which is determined by the Zoning Administrator as being
insecure, in danger of falling or otherwise endangering the public safety shall be immediately removed
by its owner unless it is repaired and made to otherwise comply with the requirements of this Ordinance.
Section 610 Sign lllumination
Ifuminated signs shall conform to the following:

A. Tllumination shall be externally located and directed solely at the sign.

B. The light source shall not be visible from the right-of-way nor cause glare hazards to
pedestrians, motorists, or adjacent properties.

C. Light source shall not be mounted to any part of sign.

D. Only one exterior light shall be permitted per sign face for signs 32 sq. ft. or less and 2
exterior lights for sign faces that exceed 32 sq. ft. in size.

E. Channel letters may be internally illuminated.
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